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The Mayor’s Anvil: 
Forging Understanding 
By Mayor Fordyce Beals 

 
 

Mayors Anvil: Battle of New Orleans-The 

first large battle between the smooth bore 

musket and the rifle  

 

In the Battle of New Orleans, January 8, 1815, the American 
troops were estimated by their leader, General Andrew Jackson, to 

total about 4,000 men. Of these about 300 were negroes, mostly 
without firearms of any kind; about 600 were La Fitte's pirates, 
armed with cutlasses and pistols; part of them served the 13 cannon 

and the rest were for hand-to-hand fighting in case the enemy scaled 
the breastworks: their influence upon the battle was very small: 

there were about 500 regulars armed with muskets; at close range 
they counted for something; and then there were about 500 regulars 

armed with Model 1803 Rifles, and about 2,100 militia from 
Kentucky, Tennessee and Louisiana who were the deadly units in 

that little army., Marine detachments were holding the center of 
General Andrew Jackson's defensive line, in the final major battle 

and one of the most one-sided engagements of the war.  
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The most widely used weapon in the War of 1812 was the 
smoothbore musket, which was carried by most of both sides’ 

infantrymen in the field. These had an effective battlefield range of 

50-100 yards, necessitating close assaults and bayonet tactics be  

employed. There were also some units equipped with rifles, which 
were used primarily as light or specialized infantry. The Model 

1803 was considered accurate up to 150 yards, but a well-trained 

marksman could expect to hit a target at 200 yards. 

General Jackson's opponent was Lieutenant General Sir Edward 
Pakenham, a respected veteran of the Peninsular War and the 

brother-in-law of the Duke of Wellington; his force was estimated 
to be about 10,000, veterans of many battles and some Royal 

Marines. General Packenham did the attacking; General Jackson's 
riflemen did the shooting that counted; in about three hours the 
battle was all over except for burying the dead. General Jackson 

reported that he had lost 6 men killed and 7 wounded. General 
Packenham couldn’t report, Pakenham and his entourage were 

killed by a blast of grapeshot. His successor reported the loss of 
2,100 men killed and wounded, including three generals and seven 

colonels. 

The War of 1812 is important to United States history because it 

was viewed as a victory over Great Britain. It reaffirmed America’s 
independence, ushered in the “Era of Good Feelings,” and started 

the expansion of the United States past the Louisiana Territory. 
The war also marked the rise of men like William Henry Harrison, 

Andrew Jackson, Henry Clay, and John C. Calhoun, who would 
play important roles in shaping the trajectory of the United States 

leading up to the Civil War. 

It was the first large battle between the smooth bore on the British 

side and the rifle on the American side. Europe was amazed at the 

U.S. dominance.   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



    

 

  page 3 of 9 

 

     
Napoleon, in exile upon Elba, refused to credit the report. The 

rifle, in flintlock and in percussion lock, from its infancy about 

1750 until the time when the muzzle loader was superseded by 

the breech loader — and that was more than a century later — was 

ever true to type. No better all-purpose weapon was ever devised 

for conditions as they used to be. 
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In the early 19th century, Harpers Ferry began production of the 

Model 1803 flintlock rifle. These distinctive arms, with their 

Kentucky styling and half fore stock, are considered by some to 

the most beautiful rifles ever produced by the United States 

government. The Model 1803 was a flintlock and fired a .54 

Caliber round out of a 33-inch barrel. However, unlike a musket, 

which contains a smoothbore barrel, a rifle contains grooves inside 

the barrel that causes the bullet to spin through the air, making for 

a higher velocity gun with longer range and increased accuracy. As 

a result, riflemen armed with the Model 1803 could have a 50 to 

100 yards advantage against an enemy armed with muskets. The 

downside of the Model 1803 is that it only fired 1-2 shots per 

minute, while the musket could fire 2-3 shots per minute. In 

retrospect, the Harper's Ferry Rifle signifies a turning point in 

American military history, marking the transition from reliance on 

foreign-made firearms to domestic production and the dawn of 

advanced manufacturing techniques. While it may not have seen 

extensive use or had the longevity of some other firearms, its 

influence on American and international firearm design and 

manufacturing cannot be overstated. 
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  RANGE NOTES 

Fire Season is here! 

It's getting hotter and drier out here. Some of you 5 Dogs 

veterans may already know what that means: fire season. 

Starting Friday, May 10
th
, 5 Dogs range will be checking rifle 

ammo for steel again, unfortunately. Steel rifle ammunition 

tends to create sparks when it hits our (the 5 Dogs Range) 

steel targets. 

Steel pistol caliber ammunition is A-OK! If you aren't 

shooting rifles, we don't need to check what you're shooting. 

If you have any other questions or concerns, feel free to 

contact us and ask! 

Cowboy action shooters with lead bullets are OK year-round. 

 

- 5 Dogs Staff 
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Monthly 

Shooting Schedule:   
Office opens at 8:00 

Shooter’s meeting 8:30 

 

Saturday, JUNE 1 

9:00 a.m. 

 

Sunday, JUNE 2 

9:00 a.m.                        

            

                                                                                                                                                                                             

 

                 DON’T FORGET!  

           SUNDAY, JUNE 16TH 

         

 
 

2024 MATCH 
CALENDAR 
JUN 1-2 
JUL 6-7 
AUG 3-4 
AUG 31- 
SEP 1 
OCT 5-6 
NOV 30- 
DEC 1 

 

 

COME JOIN US FOR SOME CAMPING FUN! 

 
Friday Evening, (5:30-ish): Bring your favorite campfire appetizer to share. 

Saturday Evening, (6:00-ish): 5 Dogs Potluck. (Bring your favorite dish to share.)                   
(Plates & utensils provided)   
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  THE MAY 4 & 5 MATCH 

Saturday Clean Shooters: 
     

 
              Pinebox Filler, Dirty Hands, Sam Ootie, Badman Bob, Lucky Lu                   

Sunday Clean Shooters 

 
    Fordyce Beals, Snake, Chick Ma, Dutch Longhorn, Sam Ootie                                                                                                                    
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May 4th & 5th Stage Writer, Fordyce Beals &                        
Posse Leader, Dutch Longhorn (aka: “Mr. Cinco de Mayo”)   
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RANGE WRANGLER NEWS  

  
Utah Blaine 
  On Friday, April 26, three of us, myself, D.B. 

Hawke, and Domino Blaze, cut and raked all the 

very high grasses and weeds around and down the 

sides of Bay’s 1 – 5. (Some others who would have 

been there were attending the California State 

Championship match that weekend.)  

Then several of us were out at 5 Dogs Creek 

again on Wednesday, May 1. Pan Handle Red 

brought down his riding lawn mower and mowed 

down all the very, very tall grasses and weeds 

between the fences on Bay’s 6 -10 and the outside 

fence AND mowed down tall grass outside of the 

fence where several of us park our RV’s during a 

monthly match. He also brought down with him a 

couple of handheld mowers and helped cut down 

grass and weeds along the sides of a few of the bays. 

Also helping were White River Jack,        

Sam Ootie and Bull McFearson who put in 

considerable time helping until we were, for all 

practical purposes, finished. And finally, my 

heartfelt thanks to D.B. Hawke and Domino Blaze 

who put in many hours both days.  
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Of course, there are several tasks at 5 Dogs 

Creek that are still on the agenda, most of which I 

have mentioned in previous newsletters. Once 

again, I would like to remind those of you who 

have a Bay Proprietorship, to make sure divots are 

filled in and shotgun wads are raked up and 

disposed of in the trash cans. And, of course, since 

a few of our Bays are rented out for various 

purposes, there are places where 9 Mil and 45 

ACP brass are scattered around on a couple of 

Bays. Apparently, those using these Bays do not 

feel it necessary to clean up after they are done 

shooting. 
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             THE SHERIFF’S LOG  

                                                      
                            

 
 

           Howdy All, 

     Utah Blaine and I missed all the fun of the May match due to family obligations, but it 

sounds like everyone had a great time. The weather mostly cooperated, windy and rainy 

Saturday afternoon but that didn’t stop any shooting on Saturday or Sunday. I was told it was ‘a 

great match’ and ‘a lot of fun’ and I’m guessing since there were 5 clean shooters both days it was 

successful. Thank you to Fordyce Beals for writing the match! 

     Next month the match will be written by Utah Blaine. He always puts a challenge or two out 

there as well as using targets that tend to not get used very often. So come out and see what he 

has up his sleeve (gamblers get shot for having something up their sleeve!). 

     5 Dogs Creek was well represented at Fort Miller and the California State Championship and 

did some mighty fine shooting. Congrats to all! 

     If you shot in May or have been out to the range lately, you’ll notice how good it looks. A big 

thank you to all the cowboys and cowgirls that were working on the range to get it cleaned up. 

Mighty fine ranch hands they make! 

     Club members, remember to watch your email and be at the match in June as the By-laws 

will need to be corrected or moved on for a vote. Your opinion is important so give us some 

feedback. Also, Town Council elections are coming up so be ready to step up and be on the 

Town Council! 
 
 

See you at the range, 

Lap Dog 

 
 

          

   

 



    

 

  page 17 of 9 

 

                                                                      TRAIL NEWS 

                        
 

 

          Some of 5 Dogs finest shooters made quite a showing recently at both the “2024 Fort        

Miller Shoot Out” and the SASS California State Championship Match. Thanks to Miss Barah 

Lee Misditt, here are some of the results:  

            

               2024 FORT MILLER  

              1st Senior, Overall Winner:  Sinful       1st Grand Dame: Lap Dog 

              1st 49’r: Big Bad Blaine                        1st Lady Silver Senior: Miss Barah Lee Misditt 

              2nd Senior: Dirty Hands                       1st Lady Senior Duelist: Chick Ma 

              2nd Cattle Baron: Sam Oootie             3rd Lady 49’r: Josie Albuquerque 

              1st El Patron: Roger Rapid                    3rd Lady Wrangler: Bonny Kate 

              4 th Classic Cowboy: Dutch Longhorn 

                                                                                                 

(Miss Barah Lee Misditt’s Side Note: “There were no clean shooters from 5 Dogs, as a matter of fact, there was 

only one clean shooter for the entire match.”                    
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    2024 SASS California State Championship 

      1st Lady Duelist & Lady Duelist Shootout Winner:  

                           CHICK MA 

      2 nd Lady Silver Senior: Miss Barah Lee Misditt                           

 

      1st Senior:  Sinful    

      2 nd Cattle Baron: Sam Ootie 

      2nd El Patron: Roger Rapid 

      3rd Senior Gunfighter: Professor Cubby Bear 

      4th Senior: Dirty Hands 

       5th 49’r: Big Bad Blaine 
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Territorial Governor’s News:  
 
There was a meeting of the SASS Territorial Governors at the California State Championships last 
month.  I attended on behalf of 5 Dogs.  There are three items to report. 
 
1. Smoke Factor.   Ever since the creation of the Black Powder categories, there have been complaints 
about "gamers" shooting in the special categories but using ammunition that does not generate enough 
smoke to impair the shooter.    It was reported that this issue was discussed at the End of Trail (EOT) 
Territorial Governors' meeting.   A volunteer reportedly agreed to attempt to study smoke generation in 
the effort to develop an enforceable "smoke factor" standard along the lines of the previously enacted 
(but rarely enforced) power factor.    
 
The California TGs agreed that there was nothing to do unless and until the volunteer reports his 
results.  Even then, there is real skepticism that smoke can be adequately and consistently measured 
across various calibers and types of ammunition in various regions and in diverse weather 
conditions.   Perhaps the volunteer will impress us all with his results, but until then, it seems unlikely that 
new "smoke factor" rules are going to come into being. 
 
This is a non-problem with 5 Dogs.   Our black powder shooters embrace the Dark Side fully and smoke 
up the stage with vigor.   Locally at least, this ain't broke and does not need to be fixed. 
 
2. 1873 Winchester in B-Western.  A particular TG from Southern California consumed much of this 
meeting (at he did with the Regional Meeting last August) with a lonely crusade for a rule-change 
allowing the use of the 1873 Winchester lever-action rifle in the B-Western category.   He argued that 
"tricked-out" 1973s now dominate competition among the top shooters, placing top shooters electing B-
Western at an unfair disadvantage.  He also pointed out that many film characters whose costumes were 
consistent with our B-Western category were portrayed using the 1873 rifle.  It appears that a substantial 
majority were unpersuaded.   Most TGs appeared comfortable with the division of historic rifles between 
Classic Cowboy and B-Western and are hostile to rule changes focused only perceived competition 
issues among a tiny minority of shooters.    
 
Last August, the Western Regional TGs adopted a motion to ask SASS to consider the issue.  That 
motion appears to have been ignored.  In this meeting, the TGs passed a motion asking SASS to state 
the original basis for excluding the 1873 from B-Western.   That may get ignored as well. 
 
Again, this is not a local problem.   Classic Cowboy and B-Western participation at 5 Dogs is minimal, 
with one or both of the "costume categories" usually going begging.   The warm consequences of full 
costumes at 5 Dogs in the summertime probably has much more to do with participation levels than the 
status of the 1873 Winchester rifle.                          
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3. Mild Bunch:  Last November, SASS liberalized the rules for "Wild Bunch" side matches and distinct 
Wild Bunch main matches.   The hope that Wild Bunch Action Shooting (WBAS) would become a 
separate and strong shooting discipline drawing participation from outside Cowboy Action Shooting has 
faded away.  To its credit, SASS has graciously accepted this reality.   The use of shotguns other than 
the 1897 Winchester and Winchester 12 have been legalized with "stoking" at the loading table 
dependent on the shotgun being used.  Rifles chambered in calibers less than .40 are now permitted in 
State and Above matches.  Shooters are still free to comply with the "original" rules.   Local clubs are no 
longer being asked to appoint a separate Territorial Governor (called "ambassadors") for Wild 
Bunch.  Until otherwise instructed, I will continue to serve as the TG for 5 Dogs, including being 
"ambassador" for Wild Bunch.   
 
Separate Range Officer/Timer Officer training and qualification for Wild Bunch continues to exist.  
 
I hope this report is helpful.  Thank you for the honor of serving our club as Territorial Governor. 
 
Professor Cubby Bear (cubbybear29521@aol.com) 

 

                                                                

 
Professor Cubby Bear 
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           DON’T MISS THIS! 
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SOME COWBOY TRAVEL NOTES: 
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June Brides? 
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